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Tree

The jɫùʂī trees have a distinctive shape that 
somewhat resembles a face in profile, and the 
parts that appear to be drooping noses are actu-
ally nests for mbáb birds. These birds often build 
enormous nests in the treetops.
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Butte

The wind creates intriguing limestone forma-
tions in the desert, and if these formations de-
velop near human settlements, they often 
become objects of worship.

3 Waterfall

The headwaters of a river may be calm at some 
valleys, while at other ones there may be a thun-
dering waterfall. The ways of the water spirits 
who created Talahú's valleys are mysterious.
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Akusom

Only the akusom could negotiate with Ihdá and 
lead caravans from one oasis to another. The 
ability of the rulers of Gùsbàm to make agree-
ments with the akusom became the key to the 
prosperity of the Gùsbàm trade empire.
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Signal Tower

In Doɬe culture, smoke signal towers are built for 
spiritual purposes. These towers, located at the 
exits of valleys, mark the boundary between 
human territory and the territory of Yr, who rules 
over vast and unpopulated areas of the Talahú 
desert.
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Different Peoples,
Different Beliefs~

Lúswō and Doɬe, the two peoples who 
inhabited the southwest of Talahú in 
the 2nd and 3rd Intermediate Periods, 
lived in very similar conditions, but 
viewed the world in completely differ-
ent ways. However, both the religions 
remained religions of the elite, and the 
majority of the population continued to 
adhere to their own much older rituals. 
For the common people, something 
began to change only after the arrival 
of the Baani people.
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During the 3rd Intermediate 
Period, the intensity of trade 
relations increased dramatically 
compared to the 2nd Intermedi-
ate Period. The plot shows the 
increase in the number of cara-
vans sent annually from Kìnʂōt 
to Síɥú   , Gikȭn   , and Hjū   .
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Lúswō Religion Doɬe Religion4 5In the southwest of Talahú, there were three 
major spirits. Lndõ (also known as Kute in the 
Doɬe language) and Sā (Sakan) ruled over the 
waters of their valleys, while Ihdá (Yr) was the 
spirit of the desert lying between the valleys 
and the ruler of the local oases.

During the Second and Third Intermediate Peri-
ods, there was a fierce struggle between the 
valley spirits and Ihdá. Ihdá gained new sup-
porters among the lower spirits and opened 
three new sacred places to humans, while Lndõ 
and Sā attracted many priests to their side.
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Lndõ ~ Kute

Main symbol: three stones
Sacred animal: ʂù goat
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Ihdá ~ Yr

Main symbol: mountain with a hole
Sacred animal: desert snake
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Sā ~ Sakan

Main symbol: whirlpool
Sacred animal: mbáb bird
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Dóɫ (Doɬe) migration to south-western Talahú
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The main landmarks in the history of the region 
are dust storms and large waves of migrations. 
The storms practically cut off the valleys and 
oases from each other and each were a severe 
trial for the economy, while the migrations com-
pletely repainted the political landscape once in 
a while.
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divider3 Write down the second
syllable, connecting it
to the line above
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4Draw another
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divider5 Write down the noun’s
determinative

water
determinative

/i.wsṹt.ló/

6Write down
the diacritics

Nw7 The prefix i- is not
shown in writing

Lúswō writing system is a mixture of an alphabet and a logography. Words are written using an alphabet, but 
nouns also have determinatives. Each determinative is represented by a unique logogram, just like some 
common words. In addition, there are several diacritical marks. Here is an example of using this system to write 
the name of one of the oases.

Diacritics

h-w-

N

Lúswō Writing System2
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The Siyu map depicts the geography of the 
southwestern Talahú as seen by the map's 
author, who lived around 517 CC (Common 
Chronology). During his lifetime, the region was 
inhabited by two peoples, the Lúswō and the 
Doɬe, who competed with each other for influ-
ence over the local oases and transit trade. The 
Lúswō arrived some 250 years later, bringing 
more advanced technical knowledge and writing 
system, but they were still unable to capture 
Gikurnar, the capital of the Doɬe people.

At the same time, there was also a rivalry in the 
spiritual world. Its echoes reached humans in 
the form of dust storms, fluctuations in the 
water level, and the appearance of new unusual 
objects in the desert, clearly created by higher 
powers.

Eventually, the arrival of the Baani people with 
their domesticated spirits put an end to con-
flicts in both worlds, but this happened much 
later than the creation of the map.
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