NEO-ASSYRIAN EMPIRE, 911-609 BCE 10—k

In the 12th to 10th centuries BCE, the once mighty Assyria faced a
decline: the state was shaken by civil wars among pretenders to the
royal throne, and provincial governors along with Syrian vassals pur-
sued independent policies. However, in the 9th century, a gradual
reclaiming of lost territories began, until under the reign of
Tiglath-Pileser lll, Assyria embarked on an expansion into new lands.

Resettlement Policy Assyrian Kings

The resettlement policy was known in earlier times, but in the Neo-Assyrian period it flourished. The number of displaced individuals during
the three centuries of the Neo-Assyrian Empire is estimated at 3 to 6 million. Tens of thousands of people were deported at a time, including
both Assyrians and subjugated population.

Traditionally, King Lists were maintained in the ancient Near East,
allowing for fairly accurate reconstruction of their reigns. Some rulers
deserve special attention, and the struggle of Babylon for indepen-

Reforms implemented by several generations of kings bolstered cen-
tral authority, enabling successful military campaigns across the Near
East. The Neo-Assyrian Empire emerged as the greatest power of its
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dence also presents an intriguing chapter in history.
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: : During Ashurbanipal's reign, the Neo-Assyrian Empire reached
| the zenith of its power, extending from the Nile in the West to
! the Zagros in the East. Kings' main goal shifted from expansion
- to maintaining stability. Although Assyria remained strong
. : during Ashurbanipal's rule, it was ultimately destroyed just
--------------------------------------- Assyria  -------- - : some twenty years later, giving way to the Neo-Babylonian
| Empire and then to the Achaemenid Empire.
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